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HE LONG GAME

Pilot Mikael Dubois claims top honors at first-ever
televised military World Long Drive
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support of bacal communigies, a prodessional
towir ke WLE, and the wonderfial spanson ane
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Th Miry event—1he inaugural "Celebeating
Lavvicn: Fort Jackaon” at the Ay iraialagion
crifside Oof Columfia, 5 C.—aas he result of 3
pairtrership between the Workl Lang Drive As
sadiatn, |MODN ard AAFES, Tha st Bagan
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competing alongside
WLLD o ot bcwry,

Cuboiz cutlasted
felierw Alr Farce wervice
member Tyler Jeffers to
wirs the competition, a
wictory 1hat Carmse just
thees morhs abead of
ha August depl oyment
to Afigharistan. Unfortu-
nately, that deplayment
maeant Dubais will be
unable 1o compete In the
Wokdk Waorld Loryg Drive
Chamgionship in Sep-
ternber, bart he says e
will definitely compete
i future events, “Maost
certainly, this whole experience has been abno-
ety incrediblel” e ways, Baeing sbie to com-
prie out thene on the 'WLD alangude the best ol
the Dest is exhilarating. womething | could have
never imagined Ok of the coolest parts of 1he
whohe expenence was having the pros | have
anly read about ard wabtched an TV, a5 well as
mermibary of the WLD snvd Gl Channel, come
up and congratulate me and Wiy thark you for
e werace. It was 4 grest feebngl®

Dubak syt & hughlight of the event was
prase from Golf ChannelWBC sports anabyst
Daved Febwerty, ncwn for his Feherty's Trioops
First™ foundation, "Having a glant in the golf in-
clustry, Davidd Feherty, a huge miltary supporter,
it there inleracting with the saldiers at Fort
Jacksan, supporting us competitors, and doing
the anmouncing. s a huge Boost 1o morale”
Cuibsais says. adding, ™ halped my personad
morale by Febirty saying | had 3 nice swing!
It all promaotes & healthy lifesryle and sense
of resfiency for milltary memibers ard their
Eamilies. It is 50 cool to see and feel the support
of eweryane out them”

The gl Biag bit Dubos at an early age.
I started playing golf when | was theee with
my clad in Part Arthar, Tewas. | loved being at
the golf counse, and you could find me there
until dark mast days” he recalls, 1 played golf

Winner Mikuel Dubais

all through high schaol and
wis recnated to the AF Foege
Academy 1o play golf snd
chase my dieam 1o be & plor”

Crubois graduaied fram
the Academy and went 1o
Lausghlin AF8 for undergradu-
ate pllat tralning, receiving
Pl “wings® in 2006 His active
duty responsibilities included
fiying C-2 14 a1 Peterson AFQ
in Colarada Springs, Colo,
the E-1 AWACS 1 Tinker AFR
in Qklahoma City, a0 well as
wardus deployments 1o the
Mide East. Me currently fies
a =135 far the Arizona Air
Natonal Gused in Phoenis,
and alsd serves as a first
efficer for Southwest Aldines, He and his wife,
Kara, lve in Phoenix with thelr twa chilceen,
fve-yoar-cld daughter, Caryn, and thies-year-
cld s, Hudson, as well & pup Walda

"My wifle and | are bath competitive
peaple, and | haven't had that competitive
fecling in golf since college” Dubois ways of the
decitan ta attempt the WLD cantest. “These
#venti being thowe competithee |Wces out,
while doing something | completely Fave a
blast doing: hitting a gol ball, | have abways
beer interested in long drive, and follawed the
comMpirtitions over the yeare Whien | dws WLD
dfncunce the Fart lackson competinan with
a malitary ciision, | was super excited. Having
bieen out of it Tor pears, | couldn't wait to get
back o competitive mode,

It wad an hanor to be able o pepresent
thee service men and wamen wha are curiently
deployed In such an smazing event, and 10 be
abke to mepeesent my home unit, the 161 Al
Refueling Wirg. Phoenix Alr Natianal Guarnd”
Duboi adchs, "As a golfer, whao just happens to
hE € far, it's an swadome feeling and an acoom-
plishment, My Popr—uwho was abde to make it
ot There with me, wiich wisdt a great experi-
ence—alwanys takd me, 109 not how far, It how
many. Now | can officially way, ith how ™ T
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