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Rapidly growing Army WiILHN etwork
~ adds content for transitioning service
- families and veterans
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Rapidly growing

Army Wife Network

adds content for transitioning
service families and veterans

From beft: Crystal MiehaM: Nighof with

her family; Channel 5 News in Washington,
0.C., Intervbewing Mieholf at the DL Metro
Station, and [opposite page) Careline
Schaler, AWN's Army Wile Talk Radio admin
istrator, Niehoff, and Debbie Cunmingham,
AWN's wirtwal administrator,

16 Jaaly 2 FAMILYMEIHA COM

Ty Wile Netwark (AWM, the largest and longest-running podcast,
websdr and cordent-pravides for military spouses by milltary spouses

I poeded bo Become a whole lat Bigge, dramatically expancng it
misson fo encompass transitioning servios famiies and veterans' families

Uinder the keasderihip ol Crystal Meholl, who tock over Army Wile Network
as ownier and chief executive in 2016, 1he popalar podcast and wehsite i
i rching & nev serles of podoasts, Bagy and athes cament bo appss oo
broader range ol miltary lamilies by the end of 2009, % The saying Is 'onoe a
saldier, always a soldies” explains Niefuall, “"Hul the waeme i tnie of military
spouses: ance a military wile, abways a miinary wie

AN werves military spoudes that are now pae of l:|'|rf||l'|lurl'|-"':¢'_ bt we'we
noticed there a gull among our transitiening spouses,’ Niehoff continues. A
A SpoASE rﬂ:nrll: of a service member who is locking at retirement, | began
5m';|l|..|" Tar irnlarmaticn and ressunces ard natioed that the transtioning
spouses are largely underserved, 5o, in an effor o bridge this gap, SWN will
be including blogs, redaurces ard padoavia geansd lar transtloning spouses
s they know their journey is just 3s serous and relevant.”

That personal conmectan fueled Mishall s dedision [ take over AWHN [rom
founder Tara Crooks and her business panner Scarkett *5tar Hendersan, who
created AWM i 2009 4 an umbnella that painsed wihiart v |'|Il"'-'|l'll.'|-'|.'|lil'lli‘h'l'l
a4 Arrrry Wilke Talk Radio (A TR, Feld Problems (FP) and Loving A Sobdier (LAS]
blag. AWTR is the lergest-runinng talk radia show and podoast of s ki,
with & live Twitter chat feature during the weskly, twa-hour, Ive dhow at B pon
ET an Monday nights. AWTH boasts maone than 55,000+ podcast downloads
o frorit. and AR has moee than 100000 lollowers soross soclal media
channels, incduding Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest, Twitter and YouTube

| greve ug with linle cormection 1o, or nowdedge ol the military @xcept
for wehiat | haed read abaut it in the news or saw on TV, soowhen | maried my
LR [ e, | was |III'||:,IFI|1|!.'I'.Nir|'!:I|' pecalls. 0 an eMoet 1o esin mdans
ahaut b=ing a military spouse, Bving the military lifestyle, and Armry acro-
iy a0 | cauld undentand what my husband was talking about—1 began
searching the intemet for information and respurces, which led me straight 1o
Army Wile Netwark

“sWhat | found with AWN was a commumnity of resl people who wene tadng
the same issues, problems ard challenges that | was facing” she cordinues

“They veere just lise me, and, inally, | had the sense that | was nal alene”

Hieho began Blagaing for AWM and then becams social media coordinator.
When the founder anmounoed her retirement, Rehodl slegped i jJust coulda
imagine Arrny Wile Metwork nol exsting fior oither miltary spouses after | had
EsesniEfitted S0 /il 'alH'Ih'll.ll-l"h.m“mll'll'ltlrhfﬁ 11 volunbeérs, whi farm
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